THE GREAT STATE

cathedrals of the Middle Ages. It is quite probable
that this guild influence would act as a check on
some innovations in manufacture which, though
bringing in a profit, are really disastrous to the
community at large. Of such a nature are all the
so-called improvements whereby decoration, the whole
value of which consists in its expressive power, is
multiplied indefinitely by machinery. When once
the question of the desirability of any and every
production came to be discussed, as it wotild be in
the Great State, it would inevitably follow that some
reasonable and scientific classifications would be
undertaken with regard to machinery. That is to
say, it would be considered in what process and to
what degree machinery ought to replace handi-
work, both from the point of view of the community
as a whole and from that of the producer. So far
as I know, this has never been undertaken even with
regard to mere economy, no one having calculated
with precision how far the longer life of certain
hand-made articles does not more than compensate
for increased cost of production. And I suppose
that in the Great State other things besides mere
economy would come into the calculation. The
Great State will live, not hoard.

It is probable that in many directions we should
extend mechanical operations immensely, that such
things as the actual construction of buildings, the
mere laying and placing of the walls might become
increasingly mechanical. Such methods, if con-
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